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Among these latter were Generals Sherman, Sheridan, Hancock,
Schofield, Miles, Johnston, Longstreet, Gordon, and many others
who had distinguished themselves in the great Civil War; and,
in his own profession, its foremost captains, like Admirals Por-
ter, Worden, Jouett, Roe, Rodgers, and many others who had
won renown. At close range all these men were accessible, pleas-
ing in conversation, interesting in relating experiences, simple in
their modes of life, and forceful in character. At their enter-
tainments there were gathered about the tables the most distin-
guished men and women of the day.

On one occasion an incident recalled to General Sheridan
the anniversary of the battle of Five Porks, and his charmingly
simple admission astonished one of the party. He was asked
what his sensations were in that fierce onslaught when the air
seemed filled with whizzing bullets. This lion-hearted little
warrior, the Murat of the Civil War, replied that "if anybody
supposed he liked it, or was undisturbed in that or any other
fight in which he had taken part, it was a mistake! c Why, my
heart used to thump pretty hard, and I think it was about the
same with us all!' '7 Bayard Taylor says, i l The bravest are the
tenderest, the loving are the daring." He could have said, the
real hero is always simple, always modest, always truthful,

During the writer's service in Washington he had frequent
opportunities to meet and to know and admire General Sheridan,
as did every one who came within his range; and when he passed
over into the shades of the other shore at Nonquit, Mass., in
August, 1888, the nation was in mourning, so profoundly had
he graven his name and his fame on the hearts of the people.

In the term of service in Washington, another presidential
election came round, with President Cleveland the Democratic
and General Benjamin Harrison the Republican candidates, re-
sulting in General Harrison's election. Being in the caldron of
politics at that time, though in no way connected with the issues,
the writer saw political excitement run up to the high-water
mark. The personalities of the previous campaign were dis-
carded and discouraged, much to the satisfaction of the leaders
of both factions; and when the election was decided all excite-
ment disappeared the day following and the people quietly
returned to business.period overthrew action inter-ht not be delayed from their fishing grounds nor tempted
